
Pullman and the Global Game
Car Builders On The Pitch
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Why Sport?

Why Soccer?
• Community not franchise
• Team game, same game, compare
• What is important globally

• “Sportwashing”
• Men’s World Cups in 2018, 2022, 

2026, 2034



Soccer Culture in the US- The More Things Change
• 1879-Describing the game-Tribune
• 1890-Streator Illinois rules
• 1905-Booming, 1909 Unknown
• 1912-1914 Not a Lady’s game, not enough 

deaths-a new fan
• 1960’s-70’s Boom Era, 1962 Soccer replaces 

football-NASL “reintroduces” 
• 2002 Bob Verdi in Tribune, with sarcastic 

story
• 2025 what is state of soccer in US

• Part of Popular Culture



Issues in Soccer Reflect Society Today
• Migration of people

• Club World Cup policies

• Community investment, emotional 
and economic

• Pay to Play a soccer ritual in US

• Equity in opportunity
• Women’s soccer in 1920’s

• Accuracy in Media/Understanding
• Does it matter if information is 

accurate?



QUIZ TIME
• What was the Score of University of 

Michigan’s First Ever Football 
Game?

• A) 4-3
• B) 14-7
• C) 1-0
• D) 72-0

• What is the World’s Second Most 
Popular Sport?

• A) Baseball
• B) Cricket
• C) American Football
• D) Rugby



Chronology of Pullman’s Sports Teams
19th Century

• 1880’s Pullman Athletic Association
• 1883 Game v Wanderers under Association 

Rules-First Game? 1879 University of 
Michigan

• Cricket club/connection
• 1890’s Pullman Cricket and Football 

(Soccer) teams 
• Globally-Teams founded outside “official” 

British colonies-Barcelona, Genoa in Italy, 
Slavia Prague, Rosario Central in 
Argentina

• What was happening culturally in Pullman 
around sport

• Soccer team one of the most popular sports-
tours east coast to play Fall River, MA



Pullman’s travels to Coal Mining Towns

• 1890’s-Braidwood top team-1893 
World’s Fair competition

• 1899-Championship of 
“Northwestern States”  v Clarke 
City, IL in front of 11,000

• Pullman consistently playing and 
recruiting from coal mining 
communities like Braidwood and 
Coal City

• Cricket was not so popular



Soccer History Quiz
• What is the oldest continuous 

soccer competition in the world?
• England’s Men’s FA Cup-1863
• US Open Cup 1913

• What is the oldest continuous 
men’s soccer competition in the 
United States?

• Illinois “Men’s Open Cup”-1908-09 
as Peel Cup



1900’s Soccer is Growing by Leaps and Bounds
• International Tours-Galt of Canada and 

Pilgrims 1905 and 1909, Corinthians in 
1911

• 1909 Peel Cup in Illinois-Pullman is most 
successful 

• 1913 US Challenge Cup organized-which 
gives teams national competition*

• Pullman Builds an enclosed Soccer 
ground at 103rd Place and Corliss

• 1916-US Men’s National Team 
Scandinavian Summer Tour-Sheldon 
Govier couldn’t afford it

• April 1916-Challenge Cup Semi-Finals 
Bethlehem Steel

• 1917-WW I and soccer players from 
Pullman serve, leaving team limited

• J.H. “Jack” Cartwright



QUIZ TIME
• Which current NFL Franchise did 

Pullman Thorns beat in 1918?
• A) Arizona Cardinals
• B) Chicago Bears
• C) Green Bay Packers
• D) Baltimore Ravens



1920-1930 in Pullman/Chicago Soccer
• Post WW I Pullman re-forms

•  Pro-Leagues forming throughout US
• 1923 Pullman HS yearbook-50 students playing 

soccer
• 1924 Men’s Olympic Team is led by Peter Peel
• Nacional of Uruguay to Chicago to play local teams

• Andrade 1924 Olympic Champion-Sparta Bricklayers
• Insular “ethnic clubs” instead of geographic 

community: Swedish-Americans, Slavia
• Peel Cup is big drawing card-1927

• Pullman can’t repeat, Coal City beats North Shore
• Pullman not getting support for soccer from Athletic 

Association-no “Pullman” team after 1929



Early 1920’s On and Off the Field
• On the field:
• Pullman wins the Peel Cup with 8 USA born players-

Pullman “Produces nothing but the Best” 
September of 1922 Car Works reformed

• Hjulian and McClean two immigrants help team, play in 
1934 World Cup for USA

• Opportunities for more equitable competition
• Competing against Union teams: Bricklayers, Ethnic 

Teams: Sparta…Coal Mining Towns: Coal 
City…Neighborhood teams decreasing: Hyde Park 
Blues 

• Off the field:
• 1924 immigration is very limited-

Americanization
• 1921 English FA bans Women’s 

competition
• What is the racial climate in Pullman?



Pullman Soccer Community Legacy
• Govier Brothers
• “Boots” Monriel
• W.R. Cummings
• Fred Blockley
• Peter Peel

Soccer in Chicago Today
• Community clubs: Edgewater Castle 

Lakeview FC
• Steel City FC in Joliet
• Wisloka FC-Polish Focused Club
• CJ Brown Foundation



Thank you!

• To Connect: www.ussoccerhistory.org 

Blue Sky:   @soccerhistorylives.bsky.social
Facebook:  Soccer History Lives Here
LinkedIn:   Chuck Carlson, Archivist at Kenamore & Klinkow
E-Mail:   chuck.carlsonwi@gmail.com

Historic Sites (not active) 
Twitter:   @chihousehistory
   @moedog97  

http://www.ussoccerhistory.org/
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