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New York Hakoah:
1929 National Champions

● Defeated St. Louis 
Madison Kennel

● Largest crowd for 
more than 80 years

● World Cup 2026



Vienna Hakoah
● Founded in 1909 as Jewish Sporting Club
● Variety of Jewish Sporting Clubs

○ Maccabees, Hapoel, Morgenschtern

● 1925 Austria Pro Champions
● International Tours

○ Beat West Ham FC in London



● Women’s sport in Hakoah organization
○ Anna Rosenberg, Tour Manager

● 250,000 fans attend tour games
● Distinct attire, on and off the field

1926 Vienna Hakoah Tour of USA



Vienna Hakoah players…

● Immigrated and played on opposing teams
● Inspired soccer teams in USA

○ Jewish Soccer Leagues
■ Diverse teams: “Debs Soccer Club”

○ Girls and “Ladies” Soccer

USA Soccer After Vienna Hakoah Tour



1927-1929 Hakoah, On and Off the Field

● Soccer Wars in the U.S.
● 1929 Challenge Cup Final
● Every player has a story

○ Siegfried “Siggy” Wortmann, 
and the vulnerability of an immigrant



● How did players see themselves?
○ No oral histories uncovered
○ “We are here to play WITH Americans” 

- Dr. Koerner in Chicago Tribune (6 May 1926)
○ “America must now be accepted as the Promised Land for 

Hebrew followers of soccer.” Brooklyn Eagle (8 Apr 1929)

● How many watching World Cup?
○ Bela Guttman and Tactics

● Influenced soccer around the world
○ Imre Hirshle “The Wizard” - Argentina
○ Erno Erbstein - Torino, Italy

Legacy of Hakoah Team



Thank you!

Chuck Carlson
Brooklyn Football Foundation - New York Hakoah Historian

Soccer History Lives Here – Founder
Soccerhistoryliveshere.com



A brief word from…

Remy Lupica
Brooklyn Football Foundation, Founder & President
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