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WHAT IS IN A NAME?
What do we call the game FIFA is promoting this summer?

David Goldblatt: Association 
Football

• Rules written down in Britain
• Nickname of “Soccer” from at 
least 1885

• First name of the sport in 
Australia, South Africa, 
United States, others



THE RULES: QUIZ TIME
What was the Score of University of 
Michigan’s First Ever Football Game?

•A) 4-3
•B) 14-7
•C) 1-0
•D) 72-0



IS SPORT/SOCCER POLITICAL?



POLITICS: QUIZ TIME (again)
TRADITIONAL POLITICS

TRUE/FALSE: The Baltimore 
Orioles were the first 
professional team to play in 
Cuba after the Revolution

SOCIAL POLITICS

TRUE/FALSE: St. Louis City 
SC of MLS has a uniform 
honoring Tina Turner



NATIONAL TEAMS AND SOCCER CULTURE 

TRUE/FALSE
1924 was the first 

Olympics to have men’s 
soccer



Olympics 1900-1904 Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago 1893

FALSE
Olympics 1900 and 1904 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago 1893



NATIONAL TEAMS AND SOCCER CULTURE 

TRUE/FALSE
There was a US Men’s 
Professional Soccer  

League in 1924



Olympics 1900-1904 Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago 1893

TRUE
Numerous Pro Leagues including ASL
MLB owners such as Charles Stoneman



NATIONAL TEAMS AND SOCCER CULTURE 

TRUE/FALSE
Women were banned from 

playing soccer in UK from 
1921-1971



Women in UK not 
allowed to play 
on “official” 
fields

Dick, Kerr 
Ladies Tour of 
US in 1920’s

TRUE & FALSE



NATIONAL TEAMS AND SOCCER CULTURE 

TRUE/FALSE
In the 1920’s and 1930’s, 

organized soccer was only played 
in big US cities 



FALSE
One Example: 
Gillespie, IL
*1909 International 
match 
*1921 Pro Soccer
*Social climate in 
small town USA

*Touring Black 
baseball teams  



1930 URUGUAY HOSTS FIRST WORLD CUP
•Star Player: Jose Leandro Andrade
•USA’s “pastime”(baseball) was 
reinforcing racism, Uruguay had 
an integrated team

• FIFA: Formed in 1904
• USFA 1913 
• World Cup 1928

• Uruguay: 1924/28 Olympic 
champs “Garra” mentality
• 1927 Nacional tour of US

• The UK View of WC: Audio

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1kRvxzyOFJL4r21E1V0nX10vdkAxDvFyP/view


QUIZ TIME 
(Again!):

CAN YOU 
NAME THIS 
SONG?

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1MRPS0hREt_l-ZAmvibnkyjQqR4IgGQoF/view


US MEN 1930 IN URUGUAY

• Soccer played for >50 
years, across the US

• Players: Immigrants and 
USA-Born 
• Andrew “Dasher” Auld
• William “Billy” 
Goncalves

• Semifinals versus Argentina

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSbiT1zGJ1SY0yJsLq1krwd5hXe6Hom_/view


1930 USMNT LEGACY
Why did soccer not evolve in USA?

1. Lack of investment in equity
2. Limited opportunity for all
3. “Integration” discouraged/encouraged
4. American Football and college education 
5. Cautious business interests
6. Post-WWII USA “exceptionalism” as 

opposed to post WWI “internationalism”? 
a. USA embraced a fall sport that 

reflected the aggressive and 
dominating foreign policy it has 
pursued



1950 US Men’s National Team v. 2025 US Men’s National Team



THANK YOU!
www.ussoccerhistory.org

worldcupsyllabus.com

YouTube: @SoccerHistoryLivesHere
Blue Sky: @soccerhistorylives.bsky.social
Facebook: Soccer History Lives Here
Instagram: Soccer History Lives Here
LinkedIn: Chuck Carlson, Archivist @ Kenamore & Klinkow
Website:  www.soccerhistoryliveshere.com (coming soon!)
E-Mail:   chuck.carlsonwi@gmail.com

Historic Sites (not active)
Twitter: @chihousehistory @moedog97

http://www.ussoccerhistory.org/
http://www.soccerhistoryliveshere.com/
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